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� BA201 end-of-term
� BIT330 report
� Paper status reports
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1. I’ll lead discussion of the “Interesting” paper (with your
input)

2. Then you’ll discuss what papers from this semester that
you found interesting

3. You’ll discuss whether your paper looks like it’ll be
interesting, or how you might need to change it

4. I’ll lead the discussion of the Graham and Merton
articles (with your input)
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� “That’s interesting! Towards a phenomenology of
sociology and a sociology of phenomenology,” by Murray
S. Davis, Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 1:4
(December 1971).

� “How to do what you love,” by Paul Graham, January
2006. http://www.paulgraham.com/love.html

� “Learning to live,” by Thomas Merton, in Love and
Living, edited by Naomi Burton Stone and Brother
Patrick Hart, A Harvest Book, 1979.

http://www.paulgraham.com/love.html
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He doesn’t address these, but they might lead to interesting
papers.

Findings which confirm or disconfirm hypotheses
Clues which indicate the way a problem can be solved
Aesthetic descriptions which refine perception
Analogies which render the unfamiliar in terms of the

familiar
Models which simplify the integration of complex

relationships
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“If the defining characteristic of anything which some audience

considers interesting is that it stands out in their attention in contrast to

the routinized taken-for-granted world of their everyday life, then the

defining characteristic of a theory which some audience considers

interesting is that it stands out in their attention in contrast to the web of

routinely taken-for-granted propositions which make up the theoretical

structure of their everyday life. In other words, a new theory will be

noticed only when it denies an old truth . . . ” (p. 311)

In brief, an interesting proposition was always the negation of an

accepted one. All of the interesting propositions I examined were easily

translatable into the form: ‘What seems to be X is in reality non-X,’ or

‘What is accepted as X is actually non-X.’ ” (p. 313)
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Must be interesting on both levels.

Theoretical It “denies the truth of some part of their
routinely held assumption-ground” (p. 311)

Practical “[W]hen it denies the significance of some part
of their present ‘on-going practical activity’ and insists
that they should be engaged in some new on-going
practical activity instead” (p. 311)
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Characterization of a single phenomenon

1. Organization

� What seems to be a disorganized (unstructured) phenomenon
is in reality an organized (structured) phenomenon

� What seems to be an organized (structured) phenomenon is in
reality a disorganized (unstructured) phenomenon [or
organized/structured in a different way]

2. Composition
3. Abstraction
4. Generalization
5. Stabilization
6. Function
7. Evaluation
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Characterization of a single phenomenon

1. Organization
2. Composition

� What seem to be assorted heterogeneous phenomena are in
reality composed of a single element

� What seems to be a single phenomenon is in reality composed
of assorted heterogeneous elements

3. Abstraction
4. Generalization
5. Stabilization
6. Function
7. Evaluation
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Characterization of a single phenomenon

1. Organization
2. Composition
3. Abstraction

� What seems like an individual phenomenon is in reality a
holistic phenomenon

� What seems like a holistic phenomenon is in reality an
individual phenomenon

4. Generalization
5. Stabilization
6. Function
7. Evaluation
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Characterization of a single phenomenon

1. Organization
2. Composition
3. Abstraction
4. Generalization

� What seems to be a local phenomenon is in reality a general
phenomenon

� What seems to be a general phenomenon is in reality a local
phenomenon

5. Stabilization
6. Function
7. Evaluation



How papers can be interesting

Preliminaries

Interesting

Possibilities

Definition

Theory & practice

Single

Multiple

Non-interesting

Standard form

Of interest

A good life

Conclusion

Wrapping up

BIT 885 in Winter 2010 – 8 / 20

Characterization of a single phenomenon

1. Organization
2. Composition
3. Abstraction
4. Generalization
5. Stabilization

� What seems to be a stable and unchanging phenomenon is in
reality an unstable and changing phenomenon

� What seems to be an unstable and changing phenomenon is in
reality a stable and unchanging phenomenon

6. Function
7. Evaluation
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Characterization of a single phenomenon

1. Organization
2. Composition
3. Abstraction
4. Generalization
5. Stabilization
6. Function

� What seems to be a phenomenon that functions ineffectively as
a means for the attainment of an end is in reality a phenomenon
that functions effectively

� What seems to be a phenomenon that functions effectively as
the means for the attainment of an end is in reality a
phenomenon that functions ineffectively

7. Evaluation
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Characterization of a single phenomenon

1. Organization
2. Composition
3. Abstraction
4. Generalization
5. Stabilization
6. Function
7. Evaluation

� What seems to be a bad phenomenon is in reality a good
phenomenon

� What seems to be a good phenomenon is in reality a bad
phenomenon
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Characterization of multiple phenomena

1. Co-relation

� What seem to be unrelated (independent)
phenomena are in reality correlated
(interdependent) phenomena

� What seem to be related (interdependent)
phenomena are in reality uncorrelated
(independent) phenomena

2. Co-existence
3. Co-variation
4. Opposition
5. Causation
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Characterization of multiple phenomena

1. Co-relation
2. Co-existence

� What seem to be phenomena which can exist
together are in reality phenomena which cannot
exist together

� What seem to be phenomena which cannot exist
together are in reality phenomena which can exist
together

3. Co-variation
4. Opposition
5. Causation
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Characterization of multiple phenomena

1. Co-relation
2. Co-existence
3. Co-variation

� What seems to be a positive co-variation between
phenomena is in reality a negative co-variation
between phenomena

� What seems to be a negative co-variation between
phenomena is in reality a positive co-variation
between phenomena

4. Opposition
5. Causation
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Characterization of multiple phenomena

1. Co-relation
2. Co-existence
3. Co-variation
4. Opposition

� What seem to be similar (nearly identical)
phenomena are in reality oppositive phenomena

� What seem to be oppositive phenomena are in
reality similar (nearly identical) phenomena

5. Causation
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Characterization of multiple phenomena

1. Co-relation
2. Co-existence
3. Co-variation
4. Opposition
5. Causation

� What seems to be the independent phenomenon
(variable) is a causal relation is in reality the
dependent phenomenon (variable)

� What seems to be the dependent phenomenon
(variable) in a causal relation is in reality the
independent phenomenon (variable)
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This is a list of reasons that you will be given in referee
reports, good and bad, if and when they reject a paper —
apparently, these are especially applicable to complex
systems papers.

That’s obvious! “[T]he proposition affirms some aspect of
[the audience’s] assumption-ground.”

That’s irrelevant! “[T]he proposition does not speak to
any aspect of this assumption-ground at all.”

That’s absurd! “[T]he proposition denies the whole
assumption-ground.”
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� “It has long been thought. . . ”
� “However, it is not the case that. . . ”
� “We have instead seen that. . . ”
� “Further investigation is needed to. . . ”
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What papers did you find interesting?
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Selected quotes:

1. “When I was a kid. . . life had two states: some of the
time adults were making you do things, and that was
called work; the rest of the time you could do what you
wanted, and that was called playing.” (p. 1)

� SAM: For me, this way of thinking lasted until I was
in college.
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Selected quotes:

2. “It was not till I was in college that the idea of work
finally broke free from the idea of making a living. Then
the important question became not how to make money,
but what to work on.” (p. 2)

� SAM: But, given how I was raised, the money thing
held on strongly. It took me a while to realize that I,
personally, needed to focus on doing work that I
enjoy because I am absolutely terrible at concealing
my emotions.
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Selected quotes:

3. “If you think something’s supposed to hurt, you’re less
likely to notice if you’re doing it wrong. That about sums
up my experience of graduate school.” (p. 2)
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Selected quotes:

4. “[Doing what you love] doesn’t mean, do what will make
you happiest this second, but what will make you
happiest over some long period, like a week or month.”
(p. 3)

� SAM: I never knew how to explain this to someone
else until I read this.
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Selected quotes:

5. “As a lower bound, you have to like your work more than
any unproductive pleasure. You have to like what you
do enough that the concept of “spare time” seems
mistaken. . . . [Y]ou don’t regard [time off] as the prize
and the time you spend working as the pain you endure
to earn it.” (p. 3)

� SAM: And this is how I feel toward programming (on
my research programs), complex systems, and
teaching (especially designing a course). This is
something that my wife took a long time to
understand. She still doesn’t have anything like this.
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Selected quotes:

6. “To be happy I think you have to be doing something
you not only enjoy, but admire. You have to be able to
say, at the end, wow, that’s pretty cool.” (p. 3)

� SAM: I love building things with my hands
(woodworking, gardening). I also love building
beautiful digital artifacts (programs, documents). It
took me a long time to realize that I expressed
myself in my programming the same way that other
people express themselves with their singing or their
art. And that this is okay.
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Selected quotes:

7. The best test for figuring out what to do: “[T]o try to do
things that would make your friends say wow. But it
probably wouldn’t start to work properly till about age
22, because most people haven’t had a big enough
sample to pick friends from before then.” (p. 3)

� SAM: Until I got in the PhD program, I never had
friends nerdly enough to understand me — so this
one didn’t really apply to me.
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Selected quotes:

8. “What you should not do, I think, is worry about the
opinion of anyone beyond your friends. You shouldn’t
worry about prestige.” (p. 3–4)

� SAM: This is the toughest one for me to think about
with a clear mind.
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Selected quotes:

9. “Prestige is especially dangerous to the ambitious. If
you want to make ambitious people waste their time on
errands, the way to do it is to bait the hook with prestige.
That’s the recipe for getting people to give talks, write
forewords, serve on committees, be department heads,
and so on. It might be a good rule simply to avoid any
prestigious task. If it didn’t suck, they wouldn’t have had
to make it prestigious.” (p. 4)

� SAM: BTW, this does not apply to being the head of
a BBA Program. There’s no prestige in it, at least as
far as I can tell.
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Selected quotes:

10. “The other big force leading people astray is money.
Money by itself is not that dangerous. When something
pays well but is regarded with contempt, . . . ambitious
people aren’t tempted by it. . . . The danger is when
money is combined with prestige, as in, say, corporate
law, or medicine. A comparatively safe and prosperous
career with some automatic baseline prestige is
dangerously tempting to someone young, who hasn’t
thought much about what they really like.” (p. 4)

� SAM: This is the one that sucks in the most BBAs.
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Selected quotes:

11. “The test of whether people love what they do is
whether they’d do it even if they weren’t paid for it —
even if they had to work at another job to make a living.
How many corporate lawyers would do their current
work if they had to do it for free, in their spare time, and
take day jobs as waiters to support themselves?” (p. 4)

� SAM: This one is funny just to think about.
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Selected quotes:

12. “This test is especially helpful in deciding between different kinds of
academic work, because fields vary greatly in this respect. Most
good mathematicians would work on math even if there were no
jobs as math professors, whereas in the departments at the other
end of the spectrum, the availability of teaching jobs is the driver:
people would rather be English professors than work in ad
agencies, and publishing papers is the way you compete for such
jobs.” (p. 4–5)

� SAM: And this is what led me to complex systems and
computational models and away from my dissertation work. I
simply chose the wrong dissertation topic. It was interesting
and challenging, but it wasn’t fun. Working on complex
systems is fun for me.
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Selected quotes:

13. “The advice of parents will tend to err on the side of
money.” (p. 5)

� SAM: Well, duhhhhh!
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Selected quotes:

14. “It’s hard to find work you love; it must be, if so few do.
So don’t underestimate this task. And don’t feel bad if
you haven’t succeeded yet.” (p. 5)

� SAM: My wife hasn’t found this yet. She’s
triangulating but she’s not there yet.
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Selected quotes:

15. “Is there some test you can use to keep yourself
honest? One is to try to do a good job at whatever
you’re doing, even if you don’t like it. . . . Another test
you can use is: always produce [on the thing you say
you like to do].” (p. 5)

� SAM: This is a great, great test. I have to keep this
one in the forefront of my mind or I get distracted by
daily fires.
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Selected quotes:

16. “Of course, figuring out what you like to work on doesn’t
mean you get to work on it. That’s a separate question.
And if you’re ambitious you have to keep them separate:
you have to make a conscious effort to keep your ideas
about what you want from being contaminated by what
seems possible.” (p. 6)

� SAM: This is very related to careers in academics.
There’s a lot of flexibility; there’s a lot of variety;
there’s a lot of choice. So, in many case, you can
construct the career you want — but it might take
time, and it will take effort.
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Selected quotes:

17. “Another related line you often hear is that not everyone
can do work they love — that someone has to do the
unpleasant jobs. Really? How do you make them? . . .
All we can do is encourage people to do unpleasant
work, with money and prestige.” (p. 6)

� SAM: This is one that I find particularly appropriate.
The job of “professor” isn’t one job — it’s many. And
add in “BBA Program Director” and it’s really a
mess. Am I supposed to like every part of the job?
Or only some parts?
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Selected quotes:

18. “One has to make a living, and it’s hard to get paid for
doing work you love. There are two routes to that
destination:

the organic route as you become more eminent,
gradually increase the parts of your job that you like
at the expense of those you don’t

the two-job route work at things you don’t like to get
money to work on things you do” (p. 6–7)

� SAM: This is what PhD students think happens in
the normal course of an academic career. But it’s
not — or, at least, it’s real hard to make it so.
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Selected quotes:

19. “Which route should you take? That depends on how
sure you are of what you want to do, how good you are
at taking orders, how much risk you can stand, and the
odds that anyone will pay (in your lifetime) for what you
want to do.” (p. 7)
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Selected quotes:

20. “Don’t decide too soon.” (p. 7)

� SAM: This is applicable to my BBAs.
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Selected quotes:

21. “Whichever route you take, expect a struggle. Finding
work you love is very difficult. Most people fail. Even if
you succeed, it’s rare to be free to work on what you
want till your thirties or forties. But if you have the
destination in sight you’ll be more likely to arrive at it. If
you know you can love work, you’re in the home stretch,
and if you know what work you love, you’re practically
there.” (p. 8)
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� So, give me your favorites.
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Selected quotes:

1. “The purpose of education is to show a person how to
define himself authentically and spontaneously in
relation to his world — not to impose a prefabricated
definition of the world, still less an arbitrary definition of
the individual himself.” (p. 3)

� SAM: And these readings are meant to push you in
the right direction — I hope that you’ve been
working in this direction all along.
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Selected quotes:

2. “The function of a university is, then, first of all to help
the student to discover himself: to recognize himself,
and to identify who it is that chooses [in the execution of
“freedom of choice”]. . . . [T]he function of the university
is to help men and women save their souls and, in so
doing, to save their society: from what? From the hell of
meaninglessness, of obsession, of complex artifice, of
systematic lying, of criminal evasions and neglects, of
self-destructive futilities.” (p. 4)
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Selected quotes:

3. “[T]he graduate level of learning is when one learns to
sit still and be what one has become, which is what one
does not know and does not need to know. . . . One no
longer seeks something else. One no longer seeks to
be told by another who one is. One no longer demands
reassurance. But there is the whole infinite depth of
what is remaining to be revealed. And it is not revealed
to those who seek it from others.” (p. 4–5)

� SAM: This is the quote that speaks most directly to
me.
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Selected quotes:

4. “[E]ducation means discovering in the ground of one’s
being a “self” which is ultimate and indestructible, which
not only survives the destruction of all other more
superficial selves but finds its identity affirmed and
clarified by their destruction.” (p. 5)
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5. “Thus, the fruit of education . . . was the activation of
that inmost center, . . . that “spark” which is a freedom
beyond freedom, an identify beyond essence, a self
beyond all ego, a being beyond the created realm, and
a consciousness that transcends all division, all
separation. To activate this spark [is] to recognize the
Alone which is by itself in everything because there is
nothing that can be apart from It and yet nothing that
can be with It, and nothing that can realize It. It can only
realize itself. The “spark” which is my true self is the
flash of the Absolute recognizing itself in me.” (p. 9–10)
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6. “The danger of education, I have found, is that it so
easily confuses means with ends. Worse than that, it
quite easily forgets both and devotes itself merely to the
mass production of uneducated graduates — people
literally unfit for anything except to take part in an
elaborate and completely artificial charade which they
and their contemporaries have conspired to call “life”.”
(p. 11)

� SAM: There are only a few BBAs who are ready to
break out of this mold.
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7. “[T]he score is not what matters. Life does not have to
be regarded as a game in which scores are kept and
somebody wins. If you are too intent on winning, you
will never enjoy playing. If you are too obsessed with
success, you will forget to live. If you have learned only
how to be a success, your life has probably been
wasted. If a university concentrates on producing
successful people, it is lamentably failing in its obligation
to society and to the students themselves.” (p. 12)

� SAM: This sounds like me talking about softball to
my team.
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8. “The function of a university is to teach a man how to
drink tea, not because anything is important, but
because it is usual to drink tea, or, for that matter,
anything else under the sun. And whatever you do,
every act, however small, can teach you everything —
provided you see who it is that is acting.” (p. 14)

� SAM: Good stuff.
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� So, give me your favorites.
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� Who are you? What kind of intellectual inquiry and questions do you
value?

� What do you want to do?

� Consideration: What does your life feel like every day when you
get up? Are you happy? Depressed? Excited? Hopeful?

� How might you make these answers better?
� Can you picture yourself doing this for the next 5, 10, 30, 40

years?

� What are you willing to do in order to do it?

� Considerations: family, money, prestige, quality of life, opinion of
others, your view of yourself
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� Fill out course evaluations

� Please be thoughtful in your feedback
� I won’t see these until mid-May
� Do you feel like you benefitted from this class
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Come by and talk any time

� About your research (whether it’s like my stuff or not),
teaching, Ross, jobs, academia, nutrition, exercise, or
what-not

� This summer, or any time after that
� Etc.
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